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most correct and complete list of the sort available. There are some 
omissions, however, from the brief summaries of important events occur- 
ring under each administration,- and one detects in the notes on the 
governors of the last twenty years some gossip from the book of the 
Englishman Sawyer, which may well be true, yet is not proved, and is 
in questionable taste. The abstracts from Sinibaldo de Mas, Informc 
sobre el estado de las Islas Filipinas en 1842 (Madrid, 1843) and from 
Montero y Vidal's of i886(not 1866, as given on p. 329) give a very fair 
idea of the administrative machinery of the Philippines up to, say, 1868 
and the revolution in Spain ; but there was much making and remaking 
of Philippine governmental machinery, especially by various Liberal ad* 
ministrations, after that date. The outline of Philippine government as 
here presented needs supplementing, therefore, by some such abstract as 
that given of the Spanish administration in the Report of the Philippine 
Commission, 1900, volume I, which in turn was defective precisely in 
its failure to note that many of the features of government which it out- 
lined were most recent innovations. 

Other documents in these two volumes deserving particular mention 
are the letters of the Jesuit fathers, the letters between the king and gov- 
ernors Silva and Fajardo de Tenza, the anonymous ' ' Description of the 
Philippine Islands " of 1618, and a letter on ship-building in the islands 
at that time. The work of the editors has, as indicated, shown steady 
improvement. The translating staff — and, for such a work as this, 
translation is all-important — is, as nearly as one may judge without hav- 
ing the original texts for comparison, doing more effective work than at 
the beginning. 

It is highly regrettable to record that a work having the importance 
which has this, and having such special significance at this time, should 
up to date have received most unsatisfactory support in the United States, 
even from libraries. The publishers originally limited the edition to one 
thousand numbered sets. They now announce that, beginning with Feb- 
ruary, 1905, the number of each volume issued will be strictly limited 
to the number of subscribers, and that the excess of the twenty-two vol- 
umes issued up to that time will be destroyed, a feature which should 
receive the attention of libraries and private collectors. 

James A. Le Roy. 

George Villiers, Second Duke of Buckingliam, 1628— 1687 : a Study 
in the History of the Restoration. By Winifred, Lady Burgh- 
clere. (New York : E. P. Dutton and Company ; London : 
John Murray. 1903. Pp. ix, 414.) 

The biographies of Restoration worthies have been increased by the 
life of one whose talents would win him that place were they not neutral- 
ized by a character which made him a puzzle to his contemporaries as 
well as to later generations. Indeed the life of the second Villiers who 
bore the ill-fated title of Buckingham is no less a study in psychology 
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than in politics. " Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel " might well 
be taken as the motto of this biography of him who was so various that 
he seemed to be not one but all mankind's epitome. As courtier or 
demagogue, rake or devotee, a man of infinite talent and infinite whim, 
he was at once a perpetual interest if to some a perpetual irritation while 
alive, and his biography offers an equal puzzle though unmixed with irri- 
tation to us who do not suffer from his vagaries. Lady Burghclere has 
written a charming and useful book on a most perplexing subject. A 
consistent clue to the mystery of Buckingham's erratic career she has not 
professed to find, but has painted the portrait of him who was everything 
by turns and nothing long, and has set him forth fairly and without prej- 
udice. It is an appreciation rather than an apology or criticism, and is 
as free from controversy as such a book may well be. The truth is that 
the only real clue to such a character as that of Buckingham is that where 
most men follow their reason, interest, or conscience in the affairs of life, 
he followed his fancy. This made his life one long inconsistency, and 
makes a convincing biography a most difficult task. That the attempt 
was worth while, the success of the result proves. Much new material is 
here utilized, and much new proof, though no very startling new con- 
clusions are adduced. The account of parties and the duke's connection 
with them, and in particular his relations with the men of his day, Claren- 
don, Shaftesbury, and above all the king, are admirably expressed. 
This last alone would make the book valuable, even were it not for the 
numerous side-lights thrown on many transactions of court and politics. 
Nothing gives one a better opinion of the book than the careful handling 
of the French evidence in it, whether the chronique scandaleuse of Gram- 
mont or the often little less imaginative despatches of the ambassadors. 
Yet when all is said of the historical merits of the book, it is the person- 
ality of Buckingham drawn in these pages which remains in mind. Of 
this there is perhaps no better nor more characteristic illustration than 
the explanation of the success of that amazing metamorphosis which 
turned the prince of courtiers into the chief of demagogues. The reasons 
given (pp. 288-289) are worth quoting in full, as, at least, an ingenious 
speculation : 

Hitherto also, in dealing with the worthy country members or even 
with the politicians of the Cabal, he had committed an initial blunder. 
He had so profoundly assimilated the maxims and methods of gallantry 
that unconsciously he brought something of the atmosphere of the 
boudoir with him to the Council Board. It was an error. His postur- 
ing, his sensationalism, merely alienated the matter-of-fact British legis- 
lator. In dealing with the mob, however, it was far otherwise. The 
feminine element, which underlies its fierce and varying moods, wrought 
them instantly to a high pitch of sympathy and mutual understanding. 
All the passion he had brought to the worship of his perverse mistress he 
now lavished on the wooing of the multitude, till at last he reaped the 
signal glory of seeing London ablaze with bonfires in his honour, and 
every street and alley resounding to the cry of " A Buckingham! a 
Buckingham ! ' ' 
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The amazing vicissitudes and complexities of Buckingham's career 
are worked out with every care as to authority, and the book is therefore 
scholarly as well as readable. The index is good, the illustrations 
excellent, and the form, paper, and typography admirable. 

W. C. Abbott. 

La Guerre de Sept Ans: Histoire Diplomatique et Militaire. Par 
Richard Waddington. Tome II. Crefeld et Zorndorf. Tome 
III. Minden, Kunersdorf, Quebec. (Paris : Firmin-Didot et Cie. 
[1904.] Pp. iii, 488; 549.) 

These volumes continue the detailed narrative of which the first 
volume, Les Dibnts, was published by M. Waddington in 1899; it is 
here brought down through the events of the years 1758 and 1759. 
This is a period of much greater military than political interest; its un- 
importance in the latter respect is the more striking by contrast with the 
opening period of the war. There is therefore little or no reflection here 
of the bitter controversies as to that opening period that were raging 
when M. Waddington began this work, and to which perhaps we owe 
the undertaking. Those who are interested in this field will remember 
that M. Waddington is the foremost French representative of the new 
school of investigators of this epoch that sprang into activity with the 
publication of the Politische Correspondenz of Frederick II, and that he is 
an adherent of the older German views represented by Koser and Naude 
as against the new positions of Lehmann and Delbruck. It is perhaps 
not always easy to see the differences of position between M. Wadding 
ton and M. de Broglie, his most important French forerunner in this 
field ; but there can be no question that the present writer has the advan- 
tage of much more complete information and that he is making full use 
of his opportunities. The merits of the work and its elaborateness are 
already sufficiently manifest to make it safe to predict that it will preempt 
this field for many years to come. M. Waddington has a clear and pleas- 
ing style and handles his vast material with ease and effect. The maps 
with which the volumes are provided are doubtless good, but they are not 
very conveniently placed, and the military reader will probably regret 
the entire absence of plans. 

The present reviewer must confess that he is not a military reader, 
and that, in spite of the manifest merits of this work, he has been visited 
during its superficial examination with serious misgivings. The 1,037 
pages of the present volumes are overwhelmingly devoted to military 
movements, and the minor diplomatic narrative seems the more unim- 
portant because the wordy parleying for the most part comes to nothing. 
Yet this detailed following of the clash of arms must be intended mainly 
for the non-professional reader ; it can hardly be supposed that the pro- 
fessional military student of the Seven Years' War will rest with any 
civilian narrative ; if so, it seems too elaborate a rehashing of campaigns 
so often dealt with already. No new conclusions of importance seem 



